
Formed in August 1990, All India Students’ Association
represents a radical assertion of students against the forces of
commercialisation of education, communalism and social
discrimination. AISA has consistently stood for
democratisation, social justice, equality and gender justice.
AISA-led unions, in JNU and elsewhere, have envisioned and
demonstrated radical possibilities of social change and justice.

While fighting for pro-justice policy level changes inside
university and college campuses, we recognise that policies
pursued by the administration are a direct consequence of
policies pursued by governments domestically and
internationally. AISA has, thus, contributed to widening the
scope and vision of student politics by connecting struggles
inside and outside the campus.
Our struggles are guided by the understanding that the issue of
fee-hike is connected to the issue of privatisation, the demand
for hostels is related to the demand for an affordable and
inclusive education, and sexual violence is linked to the issue of
hierarchy and power inequalities existing in the society. It was
this commitment to social justice and campus democracy that
resulted in AISA getting a massive students’ mandate in
successive JNUSU elections for the past several years.

Important Struggles and Achievements of the Present
AISA-led JNUSU :
Ensuring Hostel Accommodation: The Old SPS building was
first converted into a dormitory in 2012 itself and then to a
full-fledged Damodar hostel by 2014. Dormitory Facilities were
started and gradually expanded in several hostels like Shipra,
Koyna, Chandrabhaga and Mahi-Mandavi. Round the year
struggle and recent Hunger Strike by JNUSU ensured several
constructions get started on the ground- Damodar Hostel - Old
CRS building Complex are being expanded further, constructions
of new dormitories is taking place near Teflas, putting up of
pre-fabricated structures got clinched. Additional dorm
facilities expanded in Shipra, Koyna, Chandrabhaga, Teflas and
Damodar. JNUSU has also ensured that students in dormitories
are allowed to stay till alternative allotments are made.
JNUSU decisively exposed the nexus of vested interest groups
in the JNU administration and the Forest/DDA offices, who were
selectively delaying ‘clearances’ for hostel construction on the
spurious plea that ‘JNU belongs to Ridge area and hence barred
from construction activity’. JNUSU’s direct protest at the DDA
and Forest dept. nailed the lie and expedited the ‘clearance’
for Shipra 2 construction which was held up for last one year.
JNU Bus:  After months of struggle and protests, the JNU Bus
is now ready to be delivered. The JNU Bus has facilities designed
for students with disabilities and will link Damodar and other
distant parts of campus.
 24x7 Central Library: It was through JNUSU’s sustained
initiative Central Library was opened 24x7 for the first time in
Jan 2014. In recent months, administration’s repeated moves
to curtail the 24x7 timing was successfully resisted by JNUSU’s
timely and vigilant interventions.  Alongside, JNUSU ensured
opening of two 24x7 reading halls in the central library where
students can take their own books and a 24x7 canteen (serving
tea and snacks) near the Central Library. A library with computer
facility started in the new SL building.

Entrance Test Fee Hike and Massive Late Registration Fees
Pushed Back:  At a time when central govt is imposing all round
fund-cut and commercialisation, JNUSU’s timely and sustained
protest in April successfully defeated the anti-student
proposals of massive hike in JNU entrance exam fees and late
registration fees.
Reservations Implemented in Direct Ph.D.: Due to JNUSU’s
focussed struggle and intervention, JNU has been forced to end
its existing practice where social categories of the students
admitted in Direct Ph.D. were not reported, neither the norms
for selection of applications for viva were transparently
communicated. The AC of 24 April 2015 was forced to accept
that reservation in direct Ph.D. will now be fulfilled at each
school level and displayed transparently.
Setting up of Student-Faculty Council: In the 24 April 2015
AC meeting, VC announced that a Student-Faculty Council, as
part of the AC, will be constituted, which will discuss any
student- related matter before they are placed in the AC.
 Instituting JNU Press: AISA in 2012 mooted the idea of
instituting a JNU Press for publishing the academic works of
our students and teachers. In 2014, after debating alternative
proposals, the AISA-led JNUSU got the proposal for an
autonomous open access JNU Press (free from corporate
control) passed from the Academic Council. Now, with inputs
from teachers and other experts, the Charter, Vision Statement
And Guidelines for the autonomous open access JNU Press has
been finalised and will be notified soon. Such a university Press
will be one of the FIRST of its kind in India.

Operationalising the Translation Cell :  In the AC of 31 Oct
2014, in a landmark step, JNUSU’s long standing demand of
setting up a Translation Cell was accepted. The Translation
Cell Committee, in its subsequent meeting, proposed (a) that
JNU’s entrance exam question papers be made available in
regional languages, starting with Hindi; (b) to ask for lists of at
least 5 essential readings/books for each course from all
centres which need to be made available in translated form.
Translations of the same will then be made available in a
separate section in the centre/central libraries.
 Historic Reversal of ‘Delinking’ and Restoration of the
Integrated BA-MA in SL: AISA-led JNUSU in 2013-14 fought a
protracted battle to defeat the move to ‘delink’ BA-MA
programme in SL, through series of protests and a historic
Students’ Referendum (7 Oct 2013). The benefit of ‘re-linking’
was also retrospectively extended to the interim 2012-13 and
2013-14 batches who took admission under ‘delinked’
programme. It was a battle not just against the sections of JNU
establishment who conspired to throw out students after 3
years of BA, but also against some student groups like DSF, who
under the diktats of their mentors in the faculty, refused to take
up the issue under their tenure in 2012-13 and also tried every
bit to sabotage the struggle in 2013-14. Even this year, covert
moves to somehow undermine integrated BA/MA has been
resolutely pushed back.
 Recognising that arbitrariness in viva marking is a major
source of discrimination, JNUSU is pursuing a crucial legal
case in the Supreme Court against the JNU administration
for reduction of viva voce weightage (from 30% to 15%) in
JNU admissions.
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 Central Placement Cell: The Placement Cell functioning has
been revitalised with regular Meetings/Workshops and several
placements have taken place.
Attempts to Deny MCM Pushed Back: Last year the income
cap of the (merit-cum-means) scholarships was increased from
Rs 1 lakh to 2.5 lakhs. This year, administration’s anti-student
move to restrict MCM by demanding PAN cards of parents was
successfully resisted.
Administration’s move to pre-pone the date of M.Phil/Ph.D
submissions to 12 May was successfully resisted in the AC meeting
of 31 Oct 2014. In fact, through JNUSU’s intervention M.Phil.
submission date has now been formally extended from 21 July to
26 July in the academic calendar. This year in view of the problems
faced by large number of students, JNUSU intervened and got an
additional extension till 5 Aug.

Anti-Student Hostel Rules Defeated: Round the year, DoS office
tried to push for a range of undemocratic anti-student measures
which include attempts to deny hostels to outstation students
with gap years in P2/P3 category instead of P1, denying students
the right to choose their rooms in the allotted hostels, delaying
hostel allotment to SC/ST students who got selected in General
category, treating JNU students as ‘unauthorised guests’ in
hostels other than their own, discriminatory fines if women
guests use toilets in boys’ hostels, and patently undemocratic
censorship and surveil lance over public meetings/film
screenings etc in hostel messes. All these undemocratic and
arbitrary were resolutely defeated.

JNUSU ensured the withdrawal of the dubious move to close
down the dhabas after 11 pm.
The provision for four day self-mess rebate got implemented
in Lohit and Chandrabhaga hostels. JNUSU extended solidarity
to the Mahi-Mandavi residents in their struggle to get the garbage
dump behind their hostel removed.
Addressing Mass Failing, Drop-out and Victimisation: JNUSU
has protested against mass failing and drop-out in several
centres of SSS (like CSMCH) and SL (like German and others) as
well as against the harassment and victimisation of research
scholars in SIS and Science Schools. Harassment of students
has been resisted and after sustained protests by JNUSU, the
administration has agreed to give a fresh chance to the students
and take it up in the Academic Council meeting.
Democratising Teacher-Student Relationship: AISA-led JNUSU
has fought and achieved the demand for setting up of a
supervisory committee to  address students’ grievances vis-a-
vis  supervisors. Due to JNUSU’s persistent demand for abolition
of ‘pink form’, it is under consideration that fellowship forms
will need to be signed by the supervisor only once in six months.
This is being actively pursued.
Addressing the Grievances of the Science School Students: In
view of the long standing concerns and demands of the science
schools scholars regarding administrative, academic, lab-
related and financial hurdles, JNUSU organised an Open
Dialogue between Science School students and teachers and
forcefully raised them before the AC. Democratisation of science
schools functioning has to be ensured.
For Smooth Fellowship disbursal : JNUSU worked towards
removal of bureaucratic red-tapeism in the disbursal of
enhanced amounts for RGNF/MANF etc. JNUSU protested against
the cancellation of CSIR fellowships on the pretext of non-
submission of ‘progress report’. While several CSIR cases got
resolved, several others are still awaiting clearance and need
to be pursued. JNUSU also joined the protest of Science students

on the Science Day Celebration at JNU Convention Centre,
regarding several anomalies in CSIR fellowship.
Opening of Canara Bank Branch: As most of the fellowships
are disbursed through Canara Bank, JNUSU has been persistently
demanding opening of a Canara Bank Branch in the campus.
After JNUSU’s repeated intervention, a Canara Bank team has
visited the campus and a decision is expected soon.
For Expanding Health Centre Facilities: Towards 24x7 Health
Centre, JNUSU has been demanding opening the Health Centre
on Sundays, regularising the gynaecologist and removing the
daily cap on the number of patients treated by specialists.
Despite positive assurances in the AC, these didn’t materialise
and struggle has to be kept up.In a positive development, the
Ambulance service, which was one-way so far to take students
to the hospital, is now available for bringing them back as well
at night time; separate Rs. 5/- Health Centre card  disbanded and
Health Centre can now be availed on JNU I-card only.
Concrete Steps for Improving Stadium and Sports Facilities :
After JNUSU’s protests and vigilance, a new Basketball court in
JNU Stadium has been built, renovation of the Tapti court is
being done,  Yoga Room roof repaired, accessibility of drinking
water in the stadium ensured. The administration has agreed to
build badminton courts in Koyna and Shipra. JNUSU strongly
protested against undemocratic functioning of the Sports office
and high-handedness of the Sports officer.
Massive 150% hike in CSIR/UGC NET-JRF exam fees protested.
On minority deprivation points  there is tremendous prejudice
and resistance in the Standing Committee on Admissions, which
has to be fought with greater vigour.
 Expanding  Barrier-Free Campus with ramps, toilets, smooth
footpaths and lifts,wheel chair, more computer-scanner and JNU
Bus for better accessibility to students with disabilities.

 Expanding number of elected student representatives in
GSCASH from 2 to 4, defending GSCASH autonomy, Installation
of Sanitary Pad dispensers in the campus.
Sustained Struggles for Scrapping Lyngdoh Recommendations:
Massive protest demonstrations held at the MHRD on 17 Nov
2014 and a National March to Parliament was organised on 3
March 2015, against LCR and Central University Bill, where
hundreds of students from across the country participated.
National Mobilisation: Against Modi Govt’s all-round attack
on education  through massive fund-cuts, saffronised
appointments and syllabus, WTO diktats, CBCS, Central Univ Bill,
RUSA and Lyngdoh, JNUSU spearheaded months of campaign in
JNU and outside. JNUSU’s  5 Aug  Education Parliament, during
the Monsoon Session of Parliament, saw a massive mobilisation
of students, noted academicians and teachers’ and students’
union representatives from across the country.
 JNUSU protested with ESI Medical College students and
successfully defeated the Modi govt’s move to  shut down 13 ESI
medical colleges. JNUSU joined the IBPS candidates and resisted
the 10% cap in the waiting list of the IBPS exam.
 JNUSU also helped to collect funds towards relief work in
flood-hit Assam, Kashmir and earthquake-hit Nepal.
Against the Organised Communal Gameplan of the RSS-BJP
Brigade, JNUSU made timely interventions during communal riots
and violence in Trilokpuri and Bawana, protested at Delhi Police
HQ against framing of minorities in Trilokpuri, protested at
Haryana Bhawan against Ballabhgarh riots, protested against
serial vandalisation of churches in the city before Delhi elections.
JNUSU took to the streets against the right-wing patriarchal
moral policing on the ‘Kiss of Love’ protest. JNUSU protested 2



at MHRD against ban on APSC in IIT Madras and stands in rock
solid solidarity with the ongoing protests of FTII students
against crass saffronistion and police terror.
 Against Imposition of Communal Agenda on Academic
Institutions: When Swachh Bharat Abhiyan was imposed on 2nd
October, JNUSU mobilised students and workers to expose the
farce and a counter- pledge against caste discrimination and
violation of workers’ rights was held in the JNU campus. When
the Modi sarkar forcibly imposed that 25th December be
observed as ‘good governance day,’ just to undermine the
Christmas, JNUSU united the voices in the academic community
in a Protest Convention on the same day against the
administration’s official function.
 Sustained Vigilance for Contract Workers’ Rights: JNUSU
ensured the correction of ESI/PF payments and other unpaid
dues for contract workers in JNU, challenged the practice of
manual scavenging in the campus, conducted PF camps and
Health Camp for workers. Teachers and students, particularly
those with professional medical training, extended active
support for organising the Health Camp.
On 14 April 2015, the birth anniversary of Babasaheb Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar, saluting the struggles for freedom, dignity and
equality, JNUSU installed the portraits of Asfaqullah, Periyar
and Helen Keller in the JNUSU office. On 15 Nov 2013, the birth
anniversary of Birsa Munda, portarits of Birsa Munda, Jotiba
Phule and Savitribai Phule were istalled in the JNUSU office.
Thus, during the 2014-15 JNUSU tenure, each of our initiatives
and achievements constitute a creative model of students’
politics, of significant policy level interventions, inspired by the
ideals of expanding democracy and social inclusion in higher
education. At a time when Modi govt is using every trick to
dismantle public funded higher education through fund-cuts,
commercialisation, centralisation, saffronsiation and
suppression of campus democracy, when knowledge generation
and dissemination is being tailored to corporate interests, AISA-
led JNUSU has challenged this trend with mobilisation and action
inside and outside the campus every inch of the way.

AISA’s Landmark Struggles and Achievements: An
Uninterrupted Journey
The initiatives and significant achievements over the last year
are no aberration. AISA-led JNUSUs, through last two decades,
have envisaged and fought for important POLICY-LEVEL
INTERVENTIONS which have had far-reaching implications in
JNU and beyond. An important character of JNU students’
movement has been to ensure the gates of the university are
kept open for every common student and for marginalized
sections of the society.
•  The very first AISA-led JNUSU (1993-94)fought to restore the
unique ‘deprivation point’ system in JNU’s admission, ensuring
greater space for women and students from deprived
background. Deprivation points in JNU admission was scrapped
after 1983. Though SFI dominated JNUSU during 1983-1993, it
did not restore the deprivation points during these ten years.
•  When OBC reservation in academic institutions became a
law (2008), there were nefarious attempts to scuttle it by
misinterpreting the ‘cut-off’ criterion in admissions. After a
struggle of 3 years, the JNU students’ movement got a historic
verdict from the High Court (2010) and Supreme Court (2011).
This struggle against the administration was made all the more
difficult by the highly irresponsible role of other organisations
like SFI and DSU, which while claiming to be ‘pro-reservation’,
refused to even acknowledge the centrality of the ‘cut-off’

problem till as late as March 2010, and instead ran a vitriolic
campaign against AISA and JNUSU. Despite this hostility, we never
got deflected in our efforts of documenting the violations through
RTIs, mobilising faculty opinions and numerous protest actions.
Thus, a struggle that began with AISA’s initiatives in JNU and
fought against all odds, led to a verdict of national significance
that salvaged and defended OBC reservations across the country.
•  JNUSU’s struggle ensured that students with Madarsa
certificates could join JNU from 2008, putting an end to a
decades-old discriminatory practice against students from
Madarsa backgrounds.
•  Scrapping of Nestle Outlet, Defeating Corporate Take-over of
Campus Spaces: In April 2004, a 24x7 Nestle outlet was set up
on campus as a result of a dubious agreement between the SFI-
led JNUSU of 2002-2003 and the JNU administration. In 2004-
05, the AISA-led JNUSU gave voice to the anti-corporatization
spirit of the campus and demanded immediate scrapping of the
Nestle outlet. In a historic UGBM during January 2005, 544
students voted against the Nestle outlet, while SFI with 114
cadres stood in shameful defence of Nestle. JNU administration
was forced to scrap its contract with Nestle. The present 24X7
dhaba and North-east dhaba came up in the erstwhile Nestle
spot. AISA has always proclaimed that shops and campus spaces
should be allotted to needy common people rather than to
corporate interests.
•  JNU, being a University and a work place, has the
responsibility to ensure equal access over campus spaces and
a zero tolerance to sexual harassment in campus. The GSCASH
- an autonomous body for gender sensitisation and enquiry on
complaints of sexual harassment is an outcome of students’
movement in the campus. Today, the JNU students’ movement is
engaged in a continuous struggle to defend the autonomy of
GSCASH in the campus.
•  During 2009-10, AISA-led JNUSUs have prevented renting out
of the ecologically fragile PSR rocks to advertisement agencies,
resisted the attempt to impose user charge for electricity from
students, and prevented an absurd plan to set up a massive
‘Food Court’ with 10 canteens near the JNU library which would
have entailed massive deforestation.

•  Workers’ Rights: AISA-led JNUSU led a historic movement in
2006-2007 for ensuring workers’ rights and minimum wages in
JNU. Consequently, the JNU administration was forced to rewrite
all its illegal contracts and ensure the payment of minimum
wages. JNUSU office bearers were rusticated for supporting the
workers of JNU in their struggle, while SFI “dissociated” itself
from the movement and demanded Proctorial Enquiry against
the rusticated student protestors! However, the movement
changed the lexicon of student politics and brought into its
ambit, the rights of those workers whose silent unseen toil
keeps this campus going.
•  Last year, AISA was an integral part of the protracted struggle
to ensure that the disastrous Four-year undergraduate
programme (FYUP) was revoked in Delhi University.
•  Post 16 Dec Delhi gang rape protests, AISA played a pivotal
role in shaping the discourse of the movement- from patriarchal
“protection” to Freedom Without Fear (Bekhauf Azadi).
Be it the 24*7 library facility, an open access JNU Press or a
Barrier Free Campus for students with disability, every day
struggles go on to ensure a campus inclusive for all.

Linking JNU with Outside Struggles : Academics and
struggles confined inside classrooms, in syllabi or within the
boundary of campus is not what we want our university to be. 3



Against Communal Violence, State Repression and Minority
Witch-hunt: AISA has raised voice against communal carnage
in Muzaffarnagar, intervened during communal riots in Trilokpuri,
Bawana in Delhi, stood in solidarity with Rohingya refugees in
Delhi and took to the streets against communal witch-hunt of
minorities from Akshardham and Malegaon to Batla House and
Jamia Nagar.  AISA has also been an integral part of the struggle
demanding scrapping of AFSPA and other draconian laws in the
county. AISA and JNUSU protested to seek mercy for Yakub Memon
and demand scrapping of death penalty.
Against Corruption and Corporate Loot: A Nationwide Student-
Youth Campaign against Corruption and Corporate Loot was
launched by AISA in May 2011 culminating in a 100-hour
Barricade against corruption and corporate loot at Jantar Mantar
from 9th-13th August 2011, where thousands of students from
across the country participated. On 9 Aug 2012 once again, AISA
stormed the barricades and marched to Parliament, braving
massive crackdown and lathicharge, against corporate loot,
neo-liberal anti-student education and employment policies.
Against sexual violence and gender based discrimination:
Carrying forward the movement of ‘freedom without fear’ for
every gender and sexual orientation, AISA-led JNUSU stood firmly
in solidarity with members of the LGBTQIH community after the
Supreme Court’s shocking decision to retain Sec 377 which
criminalised same-sex relations among consenting adults.
Resistance Against Oppression of Dalits and the Poor: AISA
has been in the fore-front of protests against a spate of dalit
atrocities and rape of dalit women in different parts of the
country, from Bhagana, Badayun to Bolangir. AISA and JNUSU
consistently protested against serial acquittals in cases of Dalit
massacres in Laxmanpur-Bathe and Bathanitola. In 2013-2014
AISA led JNUSU also resisted the eviction of Delhi’s Mansarovar
Park slum. We’ve joined struggles against racist discrimination
and violence on people from the North-East, as well as African
nationals in Delhi.
Against Displacement and Violation of Rights: AISA mobilised in
support of Maruti and Honda workers’ struggles, against
corporate land grab at Kalinganagar, Niyamgiri, Singur and
Nandigram, and against nuclear overdrive in Kudankulam,
Jaitapur, Fatehabad...

 In Defence of Campus Democracy: We’ve extended our
solidarity to students and teachers of DU in their struggles
against FYUP and forced imposition of CBCS, to the students’
struggles against shutting down of ESI Medical Colleges, to the
students of FTII fighting saffronisation now. Through years AISA
spearheaded nationwide campaigns against Lyngdoh
Committee Recommendations (LCR)- holding 48 hour long
hunger strike in November 2008, ‘Chhatra Adhikaar Abhiyaan’
(4- 11 Feb 2009) across campuses in India, an ‘All India
Convention against LCR in July 2012, AISA remains the only force
who is mobilizing students across campuses to fight against the
undeclared emergency that prevails in campuses like Jamia Millia
Islamia, BHU, Allahabad University and elsewhere.

Speaking Truth to Power in JNU and Beyond: Manmohan
Singh’s visit to JNU campus in Nov 2005 was met with a massive
black flag protest, braving administrative threats and physical
assaults by NSUI and ABVP.

In April 2010, in a first of its kind move, AISA spearheaded a
REFERENDUM against the corrupt-authoritarian tenure of the
JNU VC B.B. Bhattacharya and thus defeated his move to get a
2nd term in JNU.

Against the prevailing culture of idolizing corporate honchos
and communal ideologues, we remain steadfast to the legacy
of Com. Chandrashekhar, the JNUSU President for two terms
who returned to Bihar as a full-time activist of CPI(ML) and on
31 March 1997, was gunned down while addressing a street
meeting in Siwan by goons of the local RJD MP. AISA is committed
to keeping alive the flame that Chandu died for, actively engaging
with the myriad struggles  sweeping the country  and against all
attempts to silence dissent!
Other Organizations: Where AISA has sought to articulate
and implement a constructive, pro-student, pro-people vision
of politics, most other groups in the campus subsist on sheer
negativism. Far removed from every agenda of students’ rights
and interests, ABVP exists only to spread communal venom
and lumpenism, while NSUI only surfaces during election time
to splash money power and a corrupt culture. Unfortunately,
various shades of ‘left’ organisations (SFI/DSF/DSU etc.), far
from confronting the administration and the right-wing, are
obsessed with anti-AISAism in all their stances. They can be
seen only in token presence or even outright absence in all
struggles round the year. Devoid of any positive agenda of their
own, they sleep throughout the year and wake-up only in the
election season of July-August every year with anti-AISA slander
and posturing (as is seen this year, in the name of Hostels or
Lyngdoh). Moreover these groups have been marked by their
opportunism and vacillation on democratic questions. For
instance, SFI is infamous for having defended the land grab
and violence on peasantry at Singur and Nandigram, support
for Nestle, betrayal of workers struggles in JNU, or refusal to
recognise the ‘cut-off’ problem in OBC reservation. DSF- which
broke away from SFI in 2012- continue to show the same anti-
student traits by trying to sabotage struggle against ‘delinking’
in SL or refusal to fight for reduction of viva weightage at the
diktats of their ideologues and mentors in the faculty, or refusing
to take a single initiative against Lyngdoh during its one-year
tenure in JNUSU in 2012-13.

Ours is a time of increasing assaults on lives, livelihood, rights
and dignity of common people and those at the margins.
Ours is a time when history is afraid of remembering, language
is afraid of speaking and democracy is afraid of dissent. At
such a juncture, our struggles must be consistent and
respond to the signs of our time. We will turn to the struggles
of the past, not for empty commemoration but as a
commitment to the future. And we will turn to the future in
order to answer the question that Com. Chandrasekhar
asked: “Our coming generations will ask us for an answer,
they will ask us, where were you when new social forces were
being unleashed, where were you when people who live and
die every moment, every day strived for their rights, where
were you when there was an assertion of the marginal voices
of the society. They will seek an answer from all of us…”
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